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The renewables Directive

Definition: 

“district heating’ or ‘district cooling’ means the distribution of thermal energy in the form of 
steam, hot water or chilled liquids, from a central source of production through a network to 
multiple buildings or sites, for the use of space or process heating or cooling;”

• Sets mandatory national targets - all  energy uses, including heating 

and cooling

• Requires National Action Plans

• Introduces the possibility of joint projects and statistical transfers –

joint projects between MSs could be DH projects

• Requires reduction of administrative and regulatory barriers

• Creates a sustainability regime for biofuels

l
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l � National targets for the share of energy from renewable 
sources consumed in transport, electricity and heating and 
cooling in 2020 (DH counts)� Adequate measures to achieve the targets, including on 
support schemes, administrative procedures, regulations 
and building codes, information and training, biomass policy, 
planned use of joint projects and statistical transfers� Biomass availability (domestic and import) and mobilisation� MSs to assess in nREAPS their the necessity to build new 
infrastructure for RES DC and DH and where relevant, take 
steps with a view to developing a DH infrastructure to 
accommodate the development of heating and cooling 
production from large biomass, solar and geothermal 
facilities. »

National Action Plans by June 2010

RENEWABLE ENERGY DIRECTIVE
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An enabling framework for DH and DCl

� Simplification of permitting

� MS recommendations/ encouragement of local/ 
city administrations and guidance to planners 
and architects on use of district heating and 
cooling when planning, designing, building and 
renovating industrial or residential areas.. 

� Increased share of renewables in buildings 
sector: minimum levels of renewables in new/ 
renovated buildings from 2014 can be met 
through district heating and cooling 
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l The role of the regions� Local benefits of supporting renewable energy technologies
� Local RES investments
� Employment, job creation
� Economic growth
� Export prospects
� Social cohesion
� Opportunities for SMEs� Implementation of the RES directive
� Involvement in the preparation of National Action Plans 
� Awareness raising, information, guidance, training
� Implementation of regional support schemes or minimum obligations 

in buildings (building codes), public buildings
� Cooperation and coordination of authorisation procedures local-

regional- national authorities
� Spatial planning, city planning
� Sharing best practices
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For more information:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/index_en.html
emese.kottasz@ec.europa.eu


