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The Icelandic National Energy Authority

Å Advises the government on energy resources and related issues. 

Å In charge of administration of energy issues, and directs research on 

energy resources in Iceland.

Å Grants licenses for research and exploitation of energy, mineral 

resources and hydrocarbons. 

Å Collects and disseminates data on energy and other earth 

resources, their utilization, and capacity. 

Å Develops long-term scenarios for Iceland's future energy needs and 

energy production. 

Å Executes all administrative functions as assigned under the Natural 

Resources Act, the Electrical Energy Act, and other energy-related 

statutes. 



Geothermal map of Iceland. ( Basemap: Geological map of Iceland by Haukur Jóhannesson and Kristján 
Sæmundsson 1999. Iceland. 1:1.000.000. Icelandic Institute of Natural History

It is all 

about 

geology



Primary Energy Use 1940-2006
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Hydropower

1880 MWe

12400 GWh

Potential

30000 GWh*

Geothermal

575 MWe

4000 GWh

Potential

20000 GWh*

Fossile fuels

120 MWe

3 GWh

Present Electricity Use

General use 3050 GWh 18.5%

Large industries 12430 GWh 75.5%

System loss 1000 GWh 6.0%

*subject to the result of the Framework program on feasibility and ranking of different power plant options



Geothermal District Heating 

Storage Tanks



Space Heating by Source 1970-2006
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Heat pumps

Economic alternative to 

electrical heating

Efficiency is greatly 

improved with increased 

temperature of the heat 

source

www.sev.nu/varmepumpar.shtml

http://www.sev.nu/varmepumpar.shtml



