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Key Sponsor Benefits This Year  
 

 Influence deeper discussions by leading and participating in four key streams to provide more focussed, 
deeper content and networking on the key topics driving the low carbon economy   
 

 Deliver thought leadership on high level panel discussions alongside senior dignitaries and experts 
addressing and educating the entire high level audience 
 

 Engage more directly with potential customers through more informal content, structured networking and 
audience-driven plenary sessions, tutorials and innovator pitches 
 

 Benefit from a more intimate networking and learning atmosphere with bespoke tutorials  
 

 Align your brand or message with Government Ministers, UN Agencies and leading private sector 
companies 
 

 Reach a large digital audience through live streaming  
 

 Use the networking app to arrange 1-2-1 on site meetings to ensure you connect with the delegates you 
want to meet   
 

 Entertain your customers in a private meeting room for both days of the Forum.  

What’s New for 2018? 
The 9th annual Sustainable Innovation Forum is an official affiliate event of COP24, will build on the success 
of the last 8 years to deliver the most engaging, informative and wide reaching Forum yet - on the side-lines 
of COP24.  With COP24 being hailed by the UNFCCC as ‘Paris 2.0’, the Sustainable Innovation Forum presents 
a crucial opportunity to drive forward the Paris Agreement framework by bringing together 600 delegates 
engaged with fast tracking the global green economy.   
 
With this in mind the Forum will open with an innovation day providing thought leadership, deep-dive 
discussion, capacity building and networking on four key streams, Circular Economy, Energy Transition, 
Sustainable Mobility and Climate Finance.  Day two will deliver high level policy discussion and debate, 
structured and informal networking and inspirational keynote speeches by leading ministers, city leaders, 
investors and private sector vendors and solution providers.  
 
Selected segments of the two days will be streamed live to a global audience of over 10,000 participants and 
promoted to a global twitter and social media reach of over 10 million. 
 

 

 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
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Headline Partner 

Strategic Partner 

Gold Sponsors 

Official Carbon Offset Partner 

Platinum Sponsors 

Institutional Partners 

Silver Sponsors 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
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CONFIRMED SPEAKERS: 

 Alastair Marke, Director General, Blockchain Climate Institute 

 Alexander Kubicek, Chief Executive Officer, Understory Inc, USA 

 Anders Jacobson, President and Chief Strategy Officer, Bluewater, Sweden 

 Andreas Kuhlmann, Chief Executive Officer, German Energy-Agency (dena), Germany  

 Andy Eastlake, Chief Executive Officer, Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership (LowCVP), UK 

 Asger Garnak, Chief Advisor, Climate and Energy Finance, Ministry of Energy, Utilities and Climate, Denmark 

 Baudouin Denis, Managing Director, BMW Group, Poland 

 Ben R. Jordan, Senior Director of Environmental Policy, The Coca-Cola Company 

 Connie Hedegaard, Chair of the Board, KR Foundation, UK 

 Dr Bertrand Piccard, Initiator, Chairman and Pilot, Solar Impulse and United Nations Goodwill Ambassador, 

Switzerland 

 Dr. Dieter Vollkommer, Corporate Vice President Sustainability, Siemens AG, Germany 

 Dr. Nancy Vandycke, Founder and Head of Sustainable Mobility for All and Economic Advisor of the Transport Global 

Practice, World Bank, USA 

 Dr. Thomas Becker, Vice President Governmental and External Affairs, BMW Group, Germany  

 Eric Hewitt, VP, Technology, Understory Inc, USA 

 Francisco Benedito, Co-Founder, Climate Trade, Spain 

 Gloria Zavatta, Chief Executive Officer, Agency for Mobility, Environment and Territory (AMAT), City of Milan, Italy  

 H.E. Eng. Fatima Alfoora Al Shamsi, Assistant Undersecretary for Electricity and Future Energy, Ministry of Energy, 

UAE 

 Harald Friedl, Chief Executive Officer, Circle Economy, Netherlands - Representing the City of Amsterdam  

 Hon. George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, Government of British Columbia, 

Canada 

 Hon. Guomundur Ingi Guobrandsson, Minister, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources/Fisheries and 

Agriculture, Iceland  

 Hon. Martynas Norbutas, Vice-Minister, Ministry Of Environment, Lithuania 

 Hon. Michał Kurtyka, Secretary of State (Vice Minister), Ministry of Environment, Poland & President of COP24 

 Hon. Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary, Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, Scottish 

Government, Scotland 

 Jesper Brodin, CEO & President, IKEA Group, the largest IKEA franchisee, Netherlands 

 Jose Lindo, Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder, ClimateTrade, Spain 

 Lan Marie Nguyen Berg, Vice Mayor, Environment and Transport, City of Oslo, Norway  

 Lin-Yi Tsai, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protection, Taipei City Government, Taiwan 

 Marzia Zafar, Director of Innovation and Issues Monitor,  World Energy Council, USA 

 Massamba Thioye, Manager, Sustainable Development Mechanism Program, UNFCCC 

 Matt Petersen, President & CEO, Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator (LACI) and Chair of the Climate Mayors Board  

 Michael Brown, Manager of Environmental Finance Programs, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, City of San 

Francisco 

 Michelle Lemaitre, Head of Sustainability, International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

 Nicoletta Piccolrovazzi, Global Technology and Sustainability Director, Dow 

 Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

 Patrick Child, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, European Commission, UK 

 Paul Simpson, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, CDP, UK 
 Paulus Tjakrawan Taningdjaja, Commissioner, Indonesia Biofuels Producer Association, Indonesia  

 Rachel Kyte, Chief Executive Officer, Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), and Special Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General for Sustainable Energy for All 

 Said Ibrahimi, Chief Executive Officer, Casablanca Finance City Authority, Morocco  

 Senator Bob Wieckowski, Chair of both the Senate Environmental Quality Committee and the Senate Budget 

Subcommittee on Resources, Environmental Protection, Energy & Transportation, State of California, USA 

 Simon Zadek, Co-Chair, UNEP Inquiry, Switzerland 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
http://w:%20www.cop.climateactionprogramme.org
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 Sir Philip Lowe, Executive Chair, Energy Trilemma, World Energy Council, UK 

 Solly Msimanga, Mayor, City of Tshwane, South Africa  

 Teresa Fogelberg, Deputy Chief Executive, Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), Netherlands 

 Toshinori Abe, Chief Executive Officer, Sekisui House Ltd, Japan 

 Victor Cheng, Senior Vice President and General Manager, ICTBG, Delta Electronics, Inc., Taiwan 

 Wayne Hubbard, Chief Executive Officer, London Waste and Recycling Board (LWRB), UK  

 Yassamin Ansari, Deputy Director of Policy, Global Climate Action Summit, Mission 2020, USA 

 

Conference Day 1 l Innovation in Action 

Sunday, 09 December 2018 

Chairman: Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

10:00 Registration 

11:00 Chairperson’s Welcome Remarks  

Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

11:05 Opening Address: COP24 - Objectives & Opportunities  

Hon. Michał Kurtyka, Secretary of State (Vice Minister), Ministry of Environment, Poland & President 

of COP24 

11:15 Keynote  

Dr Bertrand Piccard, Initiator, Chairman and Pilot, Solar Impulse and United Nations Goodwill 

Ambassador, Switzerland  

11:30 Climate Leader Insights  

11:45 Innovation Talk :  Reimagining Drinking Water Access And Supply For A Sustainable Future Without 

Single-Use Plastic Bottles 

Anders Jacobson, President and Chief Strategy Officer, Bluewater, Sweden 

12:00 Tackling Single Use Plastic and Its Impact On Our Oceans  

 How big is the problem and what is the impact on our oceans and food chains 

 What are Governments and policy makers doing to address the issue and how can they do more 

 Can the private sector provide the innovation and leadership to move the needle  

 

Moderator: Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

Panellist: 

- Anders Jacobson, President and Chief Strategy Officer, Bluewater, Sweden 

- Yassamin Ansari, Deputy Director of Policy, Global Climate Action Summit, Mission 2020, USA 

- Alastair Marke, Director General, Blockchain Climate Institute 

12:50 A Tale (of the Mayors) of Two Cities: The Political Dividends of Accurate Atmospheric Data 

For mayors and other municipal leaders, the challenge of combating air pollution requires a strategy 

that is more than just environmentally effective. To succeed, programs must also be fiscally feasible, 

economically advantageous, and—most of all—politically viable.  Accurate real-time atmospheric 

data thus constitutes the basis for the political success of leaders who attempt to improve the air 

quality of their municipality. Includes live demonstration. 

 

- Alexander Kubicek Chief Executive Officer, Understory Inc, USA 

- Eric Hewitt, VP, Technology, Understory Inc, USA 

13:10 Networking Lunch  

Deep-Dive Programme: Part 1  

 Select two of the four deep dive sessions  

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
http://w:%20www.cop.climateactionprogramme.org
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Sustainable Mobility 

Session Moderator: Andy Eastlake, Chief Executive 

Officer, Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership (LowCVP), UK 

Climate Finance 

Session Moderator: Teresa Fogelberg, Deputy 

Chief Executive, Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), 

Netherlands 

14:10 Keynote Address 

 Current industry progress 

 Key challenges and opportunities 

 What’s next on the horizon? 

 

Dr. Thomas Becker, Vice President 

Governmental and External Affairs, BMW 

Group, Germany 

  

Keynote Address  

 Current industry progress 

 Key challenges and opportunities 

 What’s next on the horizon? 

 

Presented by RISE Research Institutes of Sweden 

14:25 Driving Innovation Panel: Overcoming The 

Infrastructure and Charging Challenge 

- What are cities and the energy sector 

planning to support and encourage the 

demand of EVs? 

- What initiatives are increasing the 

deployment of EV infrastructure? 

- What financial mechanism are supporting 

the development of charging 

infrastructure? Who is investing into the 

development?  

- How are EVs in rural areas being 

supported? 

Panellists: 

- Dr. Nancy Vandycke, Founder and Head of 

Sustainable Mobility for All and Economic 

Advisor of the Transport Global Practice, 

World Bank, USA 

- Gloria Zavatta, Chief Executive Officer, 

Agency for Mobility, Environment and 

Territory (AMAT), City of Milan, Italy  

- Victor Cheng, Senior Vice President and 

General Manager, ICTBG, Delta Electronics, 

Inc., Taiwan  

- Matt Petersen, President & CEO, Los 

Angeles Cleantech Incubator (LACI), USA 

 

 

 

 

Driving Innovation Panel: Technologies Changing 

the Climate Finance Landscape 

 What are the impacts of digitalisation on the 

low carbon economy? 

 How are new approaches to finance like 

blockchain impacting the climate finance 

space? 

 What are the latest global trends that are 

revolutionising the climate finance world? 

 How are different financial mechanisms being 

leveraged- from venture capital to equity 

investment- to accelerate these solutions? 

 

Panellist: 

- Massamba Thioye, Manager, Sustainable 

Development Mechanism Program, UNFCCC, 

Germany  

- Michael Brown, Manager of Environmental 

Finance Programs, San Francisco Public 

Utilities Commission, City of San Francisco, 

USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game Changer: An innovative approach to 

climate finance  

Presented by dCentra 

15:15 

 

Accelerating The Shift:  Lower Carbon Fuel  

Solutions 

Paulus Tjakrawan Taningdjaja, Commissioner, 

Game Changers: The Financial Tools Of Tomorrow 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
http://w:%20www.cop.climateactionprogramme.org
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Indonesia Biofuels Producer Association, 

Indonesia 

 How will blockchain applications revolutionise 

carbon markets? 

 

Presented by, 

- Jose Lindo, Chief Executive Officer & Co-

Founder, Climate Trade, Spain 

- Francisco Benedito, Co-Founder, Climate 

Trade, Spain 

 

 

 

Game Changers: Shaping the Future of 

Transportation  

 What technologies can drive drastic 

change in the transportation sector? 

 How can we fast track decarbonisation to 

move towards a low carbon economy by 

2020? 

15:35 Networking Refreshment Break 

Deep-Dive Programme: Part 2 

 Select two of the four deep dive sessions 

Circular Economy 

 

Energy Transition 

Session Moderator: Marzia Zafar, Director of 

Innovation and Issues Monitor,  World Energy 

Council, UK  

16:05 Keynote Address 

 Current industry progress 

 Key challenges and opportunities 

 What’s next on the horizon? 

 

Lorraine Francourt, Global Circular Economy 

Director, Dow, Switzerland  

 

Keynote Address 

 Current industry progress 

 Key challenges and opportunities 

 What’s next on the horizon? 

 

 

16:20 Driving Innovation Panel: The ‘How’s’ Of 
Transitioning To A Circular Economy Business 
Model 

 How to enter a circular economy model? 
What needs to be taken into 
consideration? 

 What is the motivation and benefits?  

 What are the requirements and which 
solutions are available to support the 
transition? 

 What are the policy approaches towards a 
circular economy? Are there any fiscal 
incentives and financial schemes to 
support the transition? 

 What role does digital technology play? 
 
Panellist: 

- Wayne Hubbard, Chief Executive Officer, 

London Waste and Recycling Board 

(LWRB), UK  

- Harald Friedl, Chief Executive Officer, Circle 

Economy, Netherlands 

Driving Innovation Panel: Accelerating Innovation 

For A Low Carbon Future 

 Identify the latest approaches to innovation 

funding that are demonstrating to be a success  

in driving technology developments forward 

 What are the most promising emerging 

technologies? How can barriers to their 

deployment be reduced? 

 How to assure that clean energy technologies 

are effectively and equitably integrated into 

existing energy systems? 

 Exchanging trends and best practices to 

enable the transition towards clean energy 

markets  

 

Panellists: 

- Andreas Kuhlmann, Chief Executive Officer, 

German Energy-Agency (dena); Initiator, Start 

Up Energy Transition 

- Connie Hedegaard, Chair of the Board, KR 

Foundation 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
http://w:%20www.cop.climateactionprogramme.org
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- Michelle Lemaitre, Head of Sustainability, 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

- Ben R. Jordan, Senior Director of 

Environmental Policy, The Coca-Cola 

Company 

- Dr. Dieter Vollkommer, Corporate Vice 

President Sustainability, Siemens AG, Germany 

 

17:10 

 

Game Changers: Embracing The Potential  

 Which organisations and countries are 

leading the circular economy shift? 

 Are there any geographic trends? Any 

hotspots? 

 What technologies and business 

opportunities are starting to emerge? 

 

Presenters: 

- The Great Bubble Barrier 

- Winnow 

- Jiro-Ve 

 

Game Changers: Blockchain Technology 

 What are the most exciting current 

applications of blockchain technology the 

energy space? 

 How will the industry evolve over the next 12 

months? 

 

Presenters: 

- Alastair Marke, Director General, Blockchain 

Climate Institute 

- Blixt 

- Samad Power 

- Teraloop Oy 

17:30 Networking Drinks Reception  

19:15 VIP Dinner brought to you by Climate Action & BMW Group 

By Invitation only* 

 

Conference day 2 l High-level dialogue 

Monday, 10 December 2018 

Chairman: Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

09:00 Registration 

10:00 Chairperson Welcome Remarks 

Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

10:05 Welcome Keynote Address  
Rachel Kyte, Chief Executive Officer, Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), and Special Representative of 
the UN Secretary-General for Sustainable Energy for All 

10:30 Keynote: Driving Economic Sustainability With Zero Emissions 
Baudouin Denis, Managing Director, BMW Group, Poland 

Climate Finance   

10:45 Keynote  

Presented by RISE Research Institutes of Sweden  

11:00 Transforming the global financial system for sustainable growth 

Efforts to embed environmental monitoring standards, green products and sustainable modes of 

operation are spreading throughout all aspects of the global financial system. This panel explores the 

latest approaches to financing the sustainable transition and how investments can be targeted and 

scaled to meet international climate targets. 

 Which new products and approaches are providing most impact in scaling climate finance? 

 What impacts does TCFD recommendations have on monitoring climate risk?  

 How are investors and policy makers working together to align investment tactics to address 

climate action? 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
http://w:%20www.cop.climateactionprogramme.org
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 How are financial centres and other traditional financial institutes responding to the sustainability 

challenge? 

 

Moderator: Simon Zadek, Co-Chair, UNEP Inquiry, Switzerland  

Panellists: 

- Said Ibrahimi, Chief Executive Officer, Casablanca Finance City Authority, Morocco  

- Asger Garnak, Chief Advisor, Climate and Energy Finance, Ministry of Energy, Utilities and Climate, 

Denmark  

- Paul Simpson, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer, CDP, UK 

 

11:50 Networking Refreshment Break 

Sponsored by: 

   
 

Sustainable Mobility 

12:15 Sustainable Mobility Leaders Panel 

- Accelerating the deployment of electric vehicles and charging infrastructure  

- Hear Countries plans for during and post phase out of petrol and diesel cars  

- Why collaboration across sectors and industries is key to an integrated and connected transport 

industry   

- How using real time data from connected vehicles can reduce waste and inefficiencies 

- What is driving the momentum behind the shift towards electric vehicles? 

- How is Poland transitioning towards a low carbon society?   

Moderator: Andy Eastlake, Chief Executive Officer, Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership (LowCVP), UK 

Panellists: 

- Bob Wieckowski, California State Senator, California State Legislature, USA 

- Hon. George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, Government of 

British Columbia, Canada 

- Dr. Thomas Becker, Vice President Governmental and External Affairs, BMW Group, Germany  

13:15 Networking Lunch  

Energy Transition 

14:15 Whole Systems Thinking For Low Carbon Energy Transition  

As urgency around climate change increases and technology costs fall, energy systems need to rapidly 

adapt to increasing renewables integration, decentralised generation and innovations in electric 

vehicles and battery storage. This panel explores how this can this transition be accelerated as quickly 

as possible. 

 How are policy makers and the private sector engaging to build future energy systems? 

 Which technologies are having the greatest impact? 

 What regulatory frameworks need to be in place to enable the transformation? 

 How will increasing digitalisation impact efficiency, data collection and system security? 

 How can we engage wider society in embracing low carbon approaches? 

 

Moderator: Sir Philip Lowe, Executive Chair, Energy Trilemma, World Energy Council 

Panellists:  

- Patrick Child, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, European Commission 

- Cyrille Brisson, Vice President, Eaton EMEA 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
http://w:%20www.cop.climateactionprogramme.org
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- Henk van Raan, Chief Innovation Officer, Johann Cruyff ArenA, Amsterdam, Netherlands  

- H.E. Eng. Fatima Alfoora Al Shamsi, Assistant Undersecretary for Electricity and Future Energy, 

Ministry of Energy, UAE 

- Hon. Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary, Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, 

Scottish Government, Scotland 

15:10 Building Sustainable Cities Keynote  

Toshinori Abe, Chief Executive Officer, Sekisui House Ltd, Japan 

Michael Graham, Translator  

15:30  

Networking Refreshment Break 

Sponsored by: 

 
 

Sustainable Cities 

16:00 Cities Exchange Panel: Innovations That Are Supporting Sustainable And Smart Cities Of The Future 

 How to redesign urban environments to facilitate clean air through a sustainable integrated 

transportation system   

 Managing the impact on biodiversity from urbanisation, consumption of materials and energy  

 The role of green buildings and sustainable construction in urban sprawl  

 

Moderator:  Matt Petersen, Chair of the Climate Mayors Board, USA 

Panellists:  

- Lin-Yi, Tsai, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protection, Taipei City 

Government, Taiwan 

- Lan Marie Nguyen Berg, Vice Mayor, Environment and Transport, City of Oslo, Norway  

- Solly Msimanga, Mayor, City of Tshwane, South Africa  

- Dr Nicoletta Piccolrovazzi, Global Technology and Sustainability Director, Dow Olympic & Sports 

Solutions, Switzerland 

Circular Economy 

16:55 The Circular Economy Leaders Debate:  

 Overcoming the challenges to transition to a circular economy 

 How to  develop innovative ways to reuse waste during the manufacturing process 

 How will circular economy impact energy transition, transportation and climate finance? 

 

Moderator: Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

Panellist:  

- Hon. Guomundur Ingi Guobrandsson, Minister, Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources/Fisheries and Agriculture, Iceland  

- Harald Friedl, Chief Executive Officer, Circle Economy, Representing the City of Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands 

- Jesper Brodin, CEO & President, IKEA Group, the largest IKEA franchisee, Netherlands 

Take Away  

17:45 Paving The Way For COP25  

Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, UK 

18:00 Close of the 9th Annual Sustainable Innovation Forum 2018 

 

http://www.climateaction.org/
https://events.climateaction.org/sustainable-innovation-forum/
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